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8 Withersfield 

Parish Council 

 Withersfield The number of councillors on Withersfield Parish 

Council be increased from 7 to 8. 

Final recommendation 

It is recommended that the overall number of parish councillors for Withersfield be 
increased from seven to eight. 

 
The reasons for the recommendation include: 

 
1. local preference (the increase in councillors is a request from the Parish Council); and 

 

2. the increase will assist the Parish Council to provide effective local government for the 
Parish, especially with the expected increase in housing development on the Arboretum 

estate. 
 

Responses During Phase 2 Consultation 

A. Parish Council 

Withersfield Parish Council responded to oppose the recommendation to split the parish into 
two wards and submitted the following comment: 
 

“Withersfield Parish Council strongly oppose splitting the PC into two wards, but see a benefit 
in having "reserved places" for each of the main areas i.e., the village and the 

Arboretum/Hanchett End. Two reserved places would ensure that there is always an onus on 
achieving representation from all parts of the parish, whilst not setting an unrealistic aim of 
achieving 50-50 representation.” 

 
Withersfield Parish Council responded to support the recommendation to increase the 

number of councillors from 7 to 8 in light of the increased size of the parish population.  
 
B. Representative from a local business or community group 

A representative from St Mary’s Church in Haverhill responded to the consultation with their 
support for the recommendations and the following comment: 

 
“The Arboretum has an identity and needs which are distinct from that of Withersfield 
village, and the creation of two wards will help to recognise and attend to that. I am still 

aware that the Arboretum needs to be considered in relation to the area covered by Haverhill 
Town Council, with which it more naturally identifies.” 

 

Note of any changes to the draft recommendation approved by Council in March 
2022. 

The Task and Finish Group noted that there was not a general consensus for creating parish 

wards for Withersfield Parish Council; and therefore, due to lack of consensus and 
insufficient evidence to justify a change, the Task and Finish Group agreed to amend the 
recommendation so that parish wards would not be created.  

 


